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at all. Down with words! No more symbols nor fetiches!
The great moral of this reign will be to prove that universal
suffrage is as senseless as the divine right although a little less
odions!

The question is then out of place. One is concerned no
longer with dreaming of the best form of government, since all
are equal, but with making science prevail. That is the most
important. The rest will follow inevitably. Purely intellectual
men have rendered more service to the human race than all the
Saint Vincent de Pauls in the world! And politics will be an
everlasting folly so long as it is not subordinate to science.
The government of a country ought to be a section of the
Institute, and the last section of all.

Before concerning yourself with relief funds, and even with
agriculture, send to all the villages in France, Robert Houdins
to work miracles! The greatest crime of Isidore is the wretched
condition in which he leaves our beautiful country. Dixl.

I admire Maurice's occupations and his healthy life. But I
am not capable of imitating him. Nature, far from fortifying
me, drains my strength. When I lie on the grass I feel as if
I am already under the earth and that the roots of green
things are beginning to grow in my belly. Your troubadour is
naturally an unhealthy man. I do not like the country except
when travelling, because then the independence of my individu-
ality causes me to rise above the knowledge of my nothingness.

CXXIII.    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

Nohant, 6 August, 1869

Well, dear good friend, here it is August, and you have
promised to come. We don't forget it, we count on it, we dream
of it, and we talk of it every day. You were to take a trip
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